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It's highly improbable that maestro David Ramadanoff would conduct his 60-piece Vallejo Symphony Orchestra in a rousing version of an animated TV show's theme song.

But Beth Vandervennet? Why, the veteran cellist couldn't wait for her, violinist Kerry Borgen and flautist Susan Sigge to delight an attentive crowd to "Who lives in a pineapple under the sea? SpongeBob SquarePants! Absorbent and yellow and porous is he. SpongeBob SquarePants!"
Sure, the audience was slightly younger than the symphony's usual clientele. OK, much younger. But it doesn't mean they can't appreciate classical music, even if a cartoon theme song isn't Beethoven.

On Tuesday, the two members of the VSO put on a show for Mary Farmar and Joe Henderson elementary schools as part of its sponsored mini-concert program.

"It was awesome," Vendervennet said. "The students really enjoyed the shows."

Count Farmar principal Wendy Smith as a fan of the project.

"The students had a great time listening and participating in the performance," Smith said. "They enjoyed the various styles of music played."

Yes, especially the popular SpongeBob.

"They sang along loudly," Smith said. "Also, the kitchen utensil performance was epic."

VSO board president Rosemary Thurston attends all the mini-concerts and is constantly amazed.

"The kids really enjoy these concerts and learn some basic things about how to enjoy classical music," Thurston said.

The students learned how to be instruments, be it with hands, feet, mouth "and things they might otherwise discard or recycle such as bottles," Thurston said.

It didn't take long for Smith to welcome the chance to host the two VSO musicians.

"Classical music has been shown to increase brain activity when working on activities such as writing and reading," Smith said. "The appreciation and enjoyment of classical music can and should be taught at all age levels. Music is an intrinsically human experience in creativity and emotion. Students should be given many different ways in which to process and express emotion. Music is one of those important ways."

Smith added that she "loved that the musicians performed for the children. They chose pieces that would be fun and interesting for the students to hear. The personal interactions with the children were informative and positive, encouraging the children to try instruments themselves. Overall, the entire performance was fantastic."

Henderson principal Carin Garton was pleased with her school's two 

assemblies.

"The kids very much enjoyed the music and the humor that the symphony women brought," Garton said. "Our teachers feel it is critical that students are exposed to classical music because it teaches them an appreciation for all forms 

of music."

And if music is vanishes from the schools?

"It saddens me to even consider this question," Smith said. "The excellent purpose of public schools is to provide education for all students, regardless of financial means. If all music is removed from our public schools, only those students whose families have the means to provide extracurricular education will benefit from music education. How sad that would be for so many students who would have that education 

and won't."

The symphony's mini-concert musicians performed May 26 at Loma Vista Elementary in Vallejo and more schools are in the books in late August when the new school year arrives.

Because of reduced sponsorships, the trio received funding for only eight programs this school year.

"It is a little sad that the students are missing the opportunity to experience these fun-yet-educational shows," said Vandervennet, the VSO's principal cellist for nine years. "But with our economy, the arts are indeed suffering."

Still, for the schools they did, Vandervennet said it was a worthy experience 

for all.

"The interaction is the best," she said. "It makes me so happy when I talk to students after a show and they tell me they liked our music or they want to play and instrument now."

